VCE INFORMATION SYSTEMS


Using the php programming language

PHP is classed as middleware. Its main use is to interface with a relational database residing on a company’s server. FoxServ is a package that allows you to configure your computer as a php-enabled server.
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Downloading, Installing and Running FoxServ

1. Go to www.foxserv.net and download v2.1 and save

2. Install FoxServ v2.1. It may tell you that you don’t have sufficient space on your drive – ignore it.

3. You should see a traffic light (on green) on your task bar and have a shortcut to FoxServ. Click on this and you should see the following control panel:
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4. Click on Run FoxServ and then minimize the DOS screen that appears

5. Click on Visit localhost. You should see the screen:
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Welcome, your FoxServ install was complete. Looks like you are off to serving your own website
‘The admiistrator of this website has not moved in yet
Tfyou are the adminisirator please click here. This is the admin website

Thask you,
FoxServ Development Team
FoxServ




6. Click on here and you should see the screen:
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FoxServis an Apache / mySQL / PHP installer package for Windows and Linm. FoxServ features the
atest version of allincluded pacakges, user defined configuration during installation, PHP as a modhle,
PEARL, Zend Optimizer and many ofher great features that are accesible by using Apache server software

e try to keep all of our software up to date.

The Apache Group announced the release of the 1.3.22 version of the Apache HITP server. Apache
1.3.22 i the best version of Apache currently available. This is the version included in your FoxServ release

"MySQL, the worlds most widely used Open Source Database, version 3.23, is now declared stable. I's
cen almost two years since the previous version 3.22 was declared stable in January 1999, This means that
lySQL 3.23 can now be safely used in production environments. Version 3.23 was released under the
(GNU GPL-ficense in June 2000 and has been available in several pre-stable versions ever since.” (From
tysal.com) This version of mysq] was incladed for your use in FoxServ. Check your mysq] database with
hpmyadmin

"Perlis a high-level programming language with an ecleciic heritage written by Larry Wl and a cast of
ousands. It derives from the ubiquitous C programming language and to a lesser extent from sed, awk, the
iz shell, and at least a dozen ofher tools and languages. Perl's process, e, and text manipulation facifies
ake it particularly well-suited for tasks involving quick prototyping, system utlifies, software tools, system
anagement tasks, database access, graphical programming, networking, and world wide web
rogramming, These strengths make it especially popular with system admiisirators and CG seript authors,
ut mathematicians, geneticists, journalists, and even managers also use Perl. Maybe you should,

o." (From perl com) This programming languege is capable of being used with FoxServ. We are using
erl version 5.6.1 which s the most current and stable release of perl.

"PHP i a tool that lets you create dynamic web pages. PHP-enabled web pages are treated just bk regular
HTML pages and you can create and edit them the same way you normally create regular HTML
ages." (From php.nef) The current version included in this instal is 4.0.6 and you can view necessary

linformation about php here





7. Go to php and click on here. You should see the following screen:
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PHP Version 4.1.1

System [Windows NT 5.0 build 2195
Build Date Dec 30 2001

Server API Apache

Virtual Directory Support enabled

Configuration File (php.ini) Path CAWINNT\php ini
ZEND_DEBUG disabled

Thread Safety enabled

This program makes use of the Zend Scripting Language Engine: Powered by
Zend Engine v1.1.1, Copyright () 1996-2001 Zend Technologies

PHP 4.0 Credits

Confiauration




8. If you see this screen then your PC is acting as a PHP-enabled server (and you’re more than half-way there!)

9. Open C: drive and you should have a folder called Foxserv. Within this there should be a folder called www which is referred to as the root directory. All your php files must have the extension .php and reside in this folder. They can be in a sub-directory, called, for example php_progs.

10. To run a program, go to http://localhost/php_progs/. Assuming you’ve placed them in a sub-directory called php_progs, you should see a list of your files.

11. To run a program, enter its name eg. http://localhost/programs/adder.php

12. php programs can call themselves or write to another web page.
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