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	The federal government is the primary focus of this Act

In summary 

· Data collection: information is collected in a manner that is lawful and those providing the information are informed as the intended use of the information.

· Data Processing, Storage and Maintenance:Agencies have an obligation to ensure that: information is accurate; up to date and complete;processes by which individual can access their own records and request alterations; information that is stored is secure and has access restricted to those that have legitimate purposes; and is only kept for a time frame that is reasonable in the context of the purpose the data was collected for

· Data use: Data can only be used for the purpose it was collected for-any other use must be accompanied by the consent of the individual it was collected from-unless there is a threat to life or health, or the enforcement of the law.

NB – Main differenceis that government organizations operate under stricter controls regarding what can be done with the information collected- in essence can only collect data for the purpose it was collected
	Similar guidelines to the Privacy Act 1998 but specifically related to the private sector

In summary

· Data collection: information is collected in a lawful manner and individuals supplying the data needs to be aware of the purpose of the collection, and their rights in relation to the organmisations use of the data. Data collection methods must also include a statement dealing the organisation’s privacy policy and contact details, and the option to request that the data collected not to be used for direct marketing purposes.

· Data Processing, Storage and Maintenance:All reasonable steps need to be taken for the purpose it was collected for, although it may be used for secondary purposes if it is reasonable to do so. It must be noted that the exception to this is direct marketing. It is acceptable to use data for direct marketing purposes however, when this is done , individuals must be given the option of requesting not to receive any further direct marketing. Information should not be disseminated to other countries where similar privacy provisions do not exist.

NB – Private organizations may use the information that is collected for secondary purposes provided it meets the provisions contained within the act.


	· The major difference here is the jurisdiction.

· Deals with Victorian Government Departments, Agencies and their sub-contractors.

· If organization is a Victorian Government Agency, local council or sub-contractoe then covered by this act

· General rules are the same

· Victorian Privacy Commissioner oversees the compliance with this act
	· Classified as “sensitive information”

· Includes medical records, genetic information, dental records , notes from health providers

· Based upon some National Privacy Principals as othyer Acts

· Major focus is jurisdictional

· Covers both government and private sectors, and details the right of individuals and the responsibilities of organizations to hold information.

· Most important aspect is that it allows greater level of exemptions and exclusions than other privacy legislation.

· Mandatory reporting of certain diseases

· Greater protection for the privacy of individuals information if the disease is not covered by mandatory reporting.

· Covers detail about the use of information especially in research.
	Covers various issues that exist with digital media, such as:

· Copyright protection is free and automatic. Items are protected even though the copyright notice is not on it.

· Generally the creator of the item  is the first owner of copyright but some specific exclusions:

· When the work is made by an employee in the course of employment as part of the employee’s usual duties, then the first owner of the copyright is the employer. Includes programs/websites/documents…(does not include those written in a freelance or contract arrangement.

· Government is first vowner of copyright in material created  or first published under its direction or control.

· Owning a disk or piece of hardware does not mean that you own the copyright to the material.

· Exceptions:

· Making backup copy of a computer program (only applies to computer programs)

· Making inter-operable products

· Security testing and error correction

· Governrnent use



	· Covers personal information includes identification information as well as other details that can be used to develop a profile- suc as  shopping habits, personal opinions etc…

· Both Government and Private organizations have obligations to ensure data is stored safely, is accurate and complete.
	· 
	

	·  have a process wherby individuals can access (and correct if necessary information contained about them.
	

	
	
	
	
	


