TRAFALGAR HIGH SCHOOL

Student Network and Internet Use Agreement
2005
Dear Parents and Guardians

As we educate our students for a rapidly changing world, we at Trafalgar High School believe it is important for our students to learn how to use information technology constructively and responsibly.  Our goal in providing access to the Internet is to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource sharing, innovation and communication.

· The Internet is a global network linking computers at universities, schools, government departments, business and homes.  On the Internet, one can access information and communicate with people all over the world through web sites and discussion forums, as well as through electronic mail (e-mail).  The use of the Internet will provide many direct and indirect benefits to our students.  

Although the Internet is of significant educational value, care needs to be taken with its use in order to exploit it efficiently, effectively and appropriately.

The use of the Internet at Trafalgar High School will be developed as part of the students’ learning program.  This will be carried out under the direct supervision of and instruction by a teacher or in a supervised environment such as the school library or computer laboratory.  

Due to the size and dynamic nature of the Internet, many kinds of materials find their way onto the system.  We believe that the benefits to students from access to the Internet, in the form of information resources and opportunities for collaboration, exceed any disadvantages.  The School will take all reasonable precautions to prevent inappropriate materials being accessed.  The Department of Education (DE&T) Internet Service, features an Education Selected Cache and access to SchoolsNet Internet Network Administrator (SINA) software, which filters information unsuitable for schools.

Each family will have different views about access to all material on the Internet, and the use of e-mail.  Thus, it is important that families read and discuss the Student Internet Use Agreement together.  This agreement, below, must be signed by both students and parents/guardians and returned to the School.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Student Network and Internet Use Agreement

As a user of Trafalgar High School’s computer network:

· I realise that the use of the School’s Internet connection is for educational purposes. I will not use the Internet to access unacceptable material. If I happen to find material that is inappropriate, I will notify the teacher-in-charge immediately and not share or identify the location of this material to other students. Note: every effort is made by the School and the Education Department to limit access to inappropriate materials; however we do seek the support of students in ensuring that all inappropriate sites are made unavailable.


· I will not vandalise the computer network by deleting or corrupting files or applications, by downloading files and software programs without authorisation, by introducing computer viruses etc.
· I will not vandalise the computer network by deliberately damaging or removing any parts of the computer without permission.


· I realise that I am a representative of Trafalgar High School when I am on the Internet. I may be alone with the computer, but what I say and do can be viewed globally! I will therefore be polite and use appropriate language, in accordance with State and Commonwealth laws.


· I will use the Internet safely by not giving out personal information that I would not want any stranger to have, such as my name, address and phone number.


· I will not break copyright laws and/or redistributing another’s work and I will not use another person’s work without correctly acknowledging them.


· I realise that access to the Internet is a privilege not a right. I accept that inappropriate use of the Internet will lead to penalties. The severity of the penalty will be determined by the teacher-in-charge.


· I understand and agree that my personal account is a Trafalgar High School file and therefore the property of the School. It can be checked or cleared at any time as part of Network Security and maintenance.
PENALTY:  
The consequences of engaging in inappropriate use of the Network will vary according to the seriousness of the breach. Students breaking this agreement put their use of the School Network at risk.
Margaret Fusinato
Learning Technology Coordinator
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Students and parents are to complete the following:

Student Agreement:
I accept the conditions of the Student Internet Use Agreement.

Student Name (please print): _________________________________   Form _______

Student Signature: _____________________________________  Date: __________

Parent Consent:

I do give/do not give (please cross one out) permission for my son/daughter to use the Internet in accordance with the conditions of the Student Internet Use Agreement.

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):  ______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________  Date: ________

Please return the above consent form to the general office in the specially marked box. Access to the School’s Internet service will not be given unless this permission slip is returned.

