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The Microsoft Visual Basic programming language is a “software development tool” for Microsoft Windows.  What this means is that you can use Visual Basic to create programs (or applications) that take advantage of the graphical user interface (or GUI) provided by Windows.  A graphical user interface uses icons (pictures which represent commands), buttons (which can be clicked with the mouse to perform actions) and pull-down menus (which provide ready access to commands without cluttering the screen).





 Visual Basic provides you with tools which let you create the graphical user interface for your application by drawing objects (such as buttons, scroll bars and text boxes) on the screen in a graphical way.  You then set properties which define the appearance and behaviour of these objects.  Then you write code which responds to events (such as clicking with the mouse, or pressing a particular key), thus making your interface interact with the user.











Before Starting Visual Basic





�Before you can create successful Windows applications, you need to be reasonably familiar with the operations of Windows itself.  If you are new to computing, or to the use of Windows, you should work through the ‘Help’ available in the Windows Program Manager.  To use this Help, click on the Help item on the Program Manager menu bar:
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From the menu which appears, choose the Windows Tutorial item:








�





Working through the tutorial which follows will give you a good basic knowledge of the components and operations of a Windows interface.  In particular, you need to know how to use the mouse, how to open, close, minimise and maximise windows, how to resize and reposition windows, and how to move from one window to another.











Starting Visual Basic





To start Visual Basic, double click on the Visual Basic icon in the Windows Program Manager:
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When the Visual Basic screen appears, it may be a little confused, with some of the items from the Program Manager screen showing through.  Switch back to the Program Manager, and minimise it.





You should now see a screen something like this:








The Visual Basic Screen
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Program Manager Icon					Properties Window	Project Window


If the Project window, the Properties window, or the Toolbox are not visible, they can be activated through the Window menu from the Visual Basic menu bar:
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If the Form Design window is not visible, it can be activated by clicking the View Form button in the Project window:
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You should experiment with the appearance of the Visual Basic design screen, closing and opening the different windows, and resizing and repositioning them, until you find a screen that is comfortable for you to work with. 





When you are designing your application, you will be using the Toolbox to place various objects onto the Form Design window.  You will then be using the Properties window to set the properties of these objects.  These three components - Form, Properties window, and Toolbox - will generally need to be present throughout the creation of the Form for your application.











Getting Help





The Help menu on the Visual Basic menu bar provides access to the Visual Basic Help package:
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Choosing either Contents or Search For Help On ...  will take you to an interactive assistance program which provides full information on all aspects of the language, including program code examples of how many of the commands can be used.  You should take the time to become familiar with the Visual Basic Help, as it will prove to be an invaluable source of assistance with your learning of the language.
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