Information Systems

Some Terminology Related to Computer Architecture

1. Enter your name here:     
2. Go to the Webopedia web site at http://www.webopedia.com/

Lookup each of the terms listed below. Read the information provided.

Enter a short definition of the term in your own words. No cut and paste!
	Term
	Definition/Explanation

	Architecture
	     

	CPU
	     

	ALU
	     

	Memory
	     

	Interface
	     

	Controller
	     

	Bus
	     

	Cache
	     

	Virtual memory
	     

	Pipelining
	     

	Clock speed
	     

	Bandwidth
	     

	Bottleneck
	     


3. In the definition for ‘PCI’, The Webopedia states:

PCI is a 64-bit bus, though it is usually implemented as a 32-bit bus. It can run at clock speeds of 33 or 66 MHz. At 32 bits and 33 MHz, it yields a throughput rate of 133 MBps.

Answer the following in the space provided:

	Question
	Your answer

	‘PCI is a 64-bit bus’ – in regard to data, what does this mean?
	     

	‘It can run at clock speeds of 33MHz’ – in regard to data, what does this mean?
	     

	In regard to data, what do think the term ‘throughput’ means?
	     


4. In the definition for ‘Expansion Bus’, The Webopedia states:

Traditionally, PCs have utilized an expansion bus called the ISA bus. In recent years, however, the ISA bus has become a bottleneck, so nearly all new PCs have a PCI bus for performance as well as an ISA bus for backward compatibility.

	Question
	Your answer

	‘the ISA bus has become a bottleneck’ – in regard to data, what does this mean?
	     

	What do think the term ‘backward compatibility’ means?
	     


Print and hand in when complete
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