Quick Users Guide to IRFANVIEW:

To open Irfanview, Click START, PROGRAMS, IRFANVIEW, IRFANVIEW 3.85
The following screen should appear:
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To open a file:
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Select FILE, OPEN
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Select folder where graphics are saved
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To preview the graphics, change view to THUMBNAILS
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Select the file required by clicking on it


Click OPEN

When the file opens, it is possible that the graphic maybe too big to fit in the window that you are viewing. To avoid this select VIEW, DISPLAY OPTIONS and FIT IMAGES TO WINDOW. (This will now become your default setting.)

With an open graphic, you are now ready to manipulate or modify it.

The IRFANVIEW Toolbar.


IRFANVIEW MENUS

With an image in the viewer, you can manipulate it in a large number of ways. Most functions for changing an image are in the Edit and Image menus.

The following options are available on the Edit Menu:

Undo

Create custom selection

Add Text (into selection)

Cut - selection

Cut - leave selection

Crop

Copy

Paste

Delete

Clear Clipboard

The following options are available on the Image Menu:

Information

Create new image

Create Panorama Image

Rotate Left

Rotate Right

Vertical Flip

Horizontal Flip

Resize/Resample

Increase Color Depth

Decrease Color Depth

Convert to Greyscale

Negative

Enhance colors

Sharpen

Red Eye Reduction

Effects

Swap Colors

Palette

CROP

STEP 1

Use the left mouse button to outline the area (selection), click on the Edit menu, then Crop.

The area outside the outline will be thrown away, only the inside will be left.

Use this to eliminate unwanted space (usually blank space) from an image. It can also center a badly composed photo. 


Result


Resize/ Resample

Click on the Image Menu, then Resize/Resample. A dialog allows you to choose the new size for the image; some Resample filter can be used if you are enlarging the image. 

There are several built in choices, or you can type over the old numbers. The first number is width, the second height, both in pixels. Leave the Preserve aspect ratio box checked, type in one number and the other will be calculated for you.

 

To Change the number of Dots Per Inch (DPI) you can type in the desired number here. (Eg 300 or 75)

Resampling an image often improves its quality, especially when enlarging it. Enlarging without resampling can result in a blurry image.

Click OK to resize the image. 

This action can be reversed by the Edit menu's Undo command.

Effects
The Effects Menu has many choices:
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Click on the Image Menu, then point the mouse at Effects to access these options.

Note: All of these effects (except Filter Factory) can be used on a smaller portion (selection) of an image, as well as the entire image.

The Effects possible are:

3D Button

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click 3D Button. 

Gives the image a beveled edge look, with the center raised. The size of the border can be changed using Effects setup.

 This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Blur

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Blur. 

 Softens the image, creating a blurry or fuzzy look. The amount of blur can be changed using Effects setup.

 This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Emboss

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Emboss.

Turns the background grey and gives the image an engraved appearance.

This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Oil Paint

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Oil Paint. 

Creates a textured effect, such as that seen in an oil painting. The amount of texture can be changed using Effects setup.

This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

 Edge Detection

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Edge Detection.

 Finds the main lines in an image and replaces their color with the opposite color, at the same time most fill colors are darkened, making them like a background. The image takes on a "painted on velvet" appearance. This effect needs a color depth of 256 or less to work properly.

This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Median Filter

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Median filter.

 Causes a group of pixels to have the brightness of the "average" pixel in that group. In most cases, this has a "smoothing" effect on the area being filtered. The amount of filter can be changed using Effects setup.

 This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Explosion

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Explosion.

Breaks up the image, as if the darker pixels exploded. The amount of Explosion can be changed using Effects setup.

 This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Pixelize

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Pixelize.

Breaks the image into a coarse version of itself, as if it were made up of oversized pixels. The amount can be changed using Effects setup.

 This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Fine Rotation

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Fine Rotation.

Turns the image to the left or right. The degree of rotation can be changed using Effects setup.

This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Red eye reduction

Click on the Image Menu, point the mouse at Effects, and click Red eye reduction.

 This menu is enabled only when you create a selection/outline in the image, using the left mouse button. The feature will reduce the red color values in the selected area (usually the eye). The amount can be changed using Effects setup.

This action can be reversed with the Edit menu's Undo command.

Other menu options:

Setup

Click on the Image Menu, then click Effects Browser. Opens a dialog from which you can change many of the Effects settings.

Adobe 8BF filters

Click on the Image Menu, then click Adobe 8BF filters. Opens a dialog from which you can perform many other Effects . IrfanView has a PlugIn which loads normal Adobe Photoshop filters.

Filter Factory

Click on the Image Menu, then click Filter Factory. Opens a dialog from which you can perform many other Effects. 

Filters Unlimited

Click on the Image Menu, then click Filters Unlimited. For this feature, you must first install the Filters Unlimited - PlugIn and download some filters from www.icnet.de.

Saving and changing to your desired File Type.

Click on the File menu, select Save As (or use the Save As tool on the toolbar or simply press S.)
Saves your file to disk. Use Save in and File name to find the directory where you want the file saved. 

To save as a different type, use Save as type.   Click the arrow and a list of file types drops down. 
Move the cursor to the one you want and click again.  When you save, the file will be converted to this new type.


Clicking the Options button brings up special options for some file types. There are three tabs: JPEG/GIF, LWF, and TIFF. 

Click Save to send the file to your disk drive. To exit without saving, click Cancel. 

Note that Save As comes up in the last directory in which you saved a file. 
Save comes up in the last directory from which you loaded an image
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Each of these Effects will change the file in some way.
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