Update of some Sustainability Initiatives

Schools

The Victorian Solar in Schools initiative has funded 44 schools who will have either installed or received pre-approval to install at the end of the first year. The transition from the Australian Government’s Photovoltaic Rebate Program into the National Solar Schools Program, with the potential for an increase from $12,000 to $20,000, impacted on the numbers of schools applying for Round Two. Victorian schools are eligible for both rebates.

Greening Australia’s annual Education for Sustainability conference for teachers, school personnel and service providers: ‘Toolbox for Environmental Change’ was held at Melbourne Museum on March 13th.   Greening Australia, working in partnership with Sustainability Victoria, was also supported by major sponsors DEECD, Melbourne Museum and VAEE.  This year’s theme of “ attracted a record 334 delegates, which included a number of students who either presented or participated in workshops.  The conference will again be supported in early 2009 with AuSSI Vic proposed as a stream or theme. Keynote speaker was Anna Keenan from the Australian Youth Environment Coalition.

The ResourceSmart Schools Awards 2008 are open for schools to nominate for any of the four categories of awards. To encourage secondary school participation awards will be granted to both primary and secondary schools in each category with one overall winner of the ResourceSmart School of the Year.

The four award categories are:

· Victoria’s Biodiversity Smart School of the year  $1000 Winner, $500 for each 3 finalist

· Victoria’s Energy Smart School of the year 
$1000 Winner, $500 for each 3 finalist

· Victoria’s Waste Smart School of the year 
$1000 Winner, $500 for each 3 finalist

· Victoria’s Water Smart School of the year 
$1000 Winner, $500 for each 3 finalist

Schools entering one or more categories will automatically be considered for the ResourceSmart School of the Year Award. Entries close August 22nd.  The award ceremony is being held in November

There are three ResourceSmart Schools projects to be delivered in 2008:

1. Professional Development, AuSSI Vic facilitator training 

2. ResourceSmart Schools Education for Sustainability (EfS), AuSSI Vic Core Module

3. ResourceSmart Schools Waste - AuSSi Vic Waste Module

The on-line resource ‘How to reduce, reuse and recycle waste in schools’, which supports the ResourceSmart Schools Waste Module is now fully designed and will be available on SV’s new ResourceSmart website from June 2008.

The ResourceSmart Schools AuSSI Vic Core Module workbook for schools has been finalised with CERES – delivery partner for ResourceSmart Schools AuSSI Vic Core Module. This workbook will be distributed to new AuSSI Vic schools and is available on the CERES website. 

Further and higher education sector

Electricians

The course in ‘Sustainable Electrical Energy’ has now been accredited and training is being delivered in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Western Australia and Tasmania.

The associated accreditation system has now been completed with successful course participants being accredited as ‘EcoSmart Electricians’.

HVAC (Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning)

The Vocational Graduate Certificate in Energy Efficient HVAC Design has now been accredited and is due to be delivered in July 2008.

Facility Managers

The Vocational Graduate Certificate in Energy Efficiency (Facility Management) has now been submitted for course accreditation and an industry accreditation system is currently under development.

Building Energy Analysis Professionals

The Vocational Graduate Certificate in Building Energy Analysis (non residential) is ready for submission for course accreditation and 2 of the units have been piloted.

Course in Home Sustainability Assessment

This course is currently being delivered by one TAFE in Victoria with significant interest from other Registered Training Organisations preparing to deliver the course in second semester, 2008.

The survey of lecturers and students within engineering faculties across Australian Universities conducted by The Natural Edge Project has now been completed.
Details of the ‘State of education for Energy Efficiency ‘ research can be found at www.naturaledgeproject.net
Community Sector

Successful Round Three Sustainability Fund Projects were announced in early May, 2008. $7.24 million has been provided to support 37 innovative sustainability projects across Victoria.  These projects include areas of: (1) Sustainable Technologies, (2) Saving Energy, (3) Reducing Waste, (4)Sustainability Education and Awareness, (5) Greener Buildings, (6) Sustainable Communities and (7)Saving Water.

The Guide Beside is firing up again in 2008! In two weeks time the ‘Taster’ sessions are starting and will be held at the Statewide Resource Centre, home of VAEE, Palmerston St Carlton: You are welcomed and encouraged to join these stimulating ‘Tasters’ and workshops by contacting VAEE on Mondays or Wednesdays
The GreenHome and Regional Sustainable Living Programs are in their second year of delivery – the first year rolled out in the Westernport region of Victoria and the current year is rolling out in Central Victoria.  These programs are funded under the Victorian Government’s Environmental Sustainability Action Statement 2006. 

Environment Victoria has been successfully delivering the Regional Sustainability Living Programs to seniors, youth, and low income families in Ballarat and Bendigo.  Environment Victoria has partnered with a range of organisations to support the delivery of these localised programs including the YMCA, Senior Citizens Clubs, local government, and community care sector (personal, home and maintenance workers).

ACF have been delivering GreenHome workshops in Ballart in partnership with Ballarat Renewable Energy and Zero Emission (BREAZE) and the local government. ACF are about to deliver a new pilot model in Bendigo that incorporates learnings from previous programs.  The pilot has stronger focus on the train the trainer element, to enhance long term outcomes and local capacity building.

Environment Victoria and ACF are beginning rigorous stakeholder engagement activities in preparation for their third year of roll out in the Geelong, Corangamite and Surf Coast region.  Both programs are growing in their effectiveness and sophistication through the enhanced development of evaluation and engagement processes.

Eco Living Centres

In late 2007 the Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Minister Jenning’s announced almost $2 million towards the establishment of 7 Eco Living Centres across Victoria.  

	Pepper Green Farm Eco Living Centre 
	Bendigo

	Banksia Eco Warriors
	Broadmeadows

	Greener Houses Growing Greener Neighbourhoods
	North East Melbourne

	Iramoo Eco Living Centre
	St Albans

	Violet Town Eco Living Demonstration Project
	Violet Town

	Tower Hill Eco Demonstration Centre 
	Swan Hill

	CERES Eco House
	Brunswick


Eco Living Centres will be hubs in both urban and regional communities which facilitate and encourage greater understanding and take-up of sustainable practices in our everyday lives and at home and help facilitate long-term behaviour change towards sustainable living in the community.

Business and Industry

Grow Me The Money is a joint initiative of VECCI and EPA Victoria designed to improve the environmental impact of Victorian businesses.  Businesses can sign up to the program and take a lead in establishing and tracking their sustainable business practices.  The program is targeted at SME's but there is something for everyone. The program has sought strategic partners to the program with the signing of the Victorian Sustainability Accord.  The accord partners direct the program and agree to assist by the aggregation of existing work.  This assists in enabling a platform of scalability and relevance for all Victorian businesses.  The website (including fully functional live portal), helpline, rewards and recognition program, mentor framework, skills bank and associated advertising campaign represent the core of the program that Victorian small and medium sized businesses will be able to access. The program launched in April 2007, and is self sustaining and ongoing.

Climate change is a critical issue that can only be addressed through innovation and collaboration. EPA Victoria has been approached by a number of businesses for support and advice on climate change. In response, EPA has established the Carbon Innovators Network – a network for business leaders and climate change experts. EPA will help organisations strategically and practically address their carbon emissions, and in doing so transform climate change from a business cost to a business opportunity. EPA wants to stimulate debate and innovation in carbon management and provide the support and tools businesses require to develop appropriate carbon management strategies. Network members will have a variety of interests and experience. Where members see value in their involvement, EPA would like them to:

· Participate in discussions on business management issues related to climate change; 

· Provide feedback to EPA on proposed tools and resources; and 

· Make recommendations regarding initiatives – forums, training, tools, guidance – that members would like EPA to undertake. 

The Environment and Resource Efficiency Plans (EREP) program is a new regulatory scheme that applies to Victoria’s largest industrial and commercial users of energy and water. Sites will be required to assess their environmental resource use and waste generation, develop an action plan and report on implementation of the plan

EREP applies to all large energy and water consumers who exceed consumption thresholds that will be established in Regulations. Participants are required to register with EPA, assess their resource use and waste generation, develop an action plan, to improve resource efficiency and report on implementation.An EREP focuses  on identifying and pursuing financially beneficial actions for environmental resource use efficiency.  An EREP consists of actions that pay for themselves within three years, providing strong financial returns for businesses.
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