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VCE Information Technology, 2008
Unit 1

Outcome 2
The Excursion Database (Where do you go to, my lovely…?)
The problem

The school has a problem: for years teachers and students have been organising excursions to different places for different groups (Home Groups, classes, VCE, Units, sports, etc). Generally, every excursion involves the same procedure of someone running around trying to find information about the excursion, where to go, who to contact, how to get there, what it costs, etc.
Some excursions are also booked on the same dates because there is no common way of checking who is organising the excursion and when. 

Teachers aren’t happy with the current system and would like something more efficient. Too much time seems to be taken up by finding phone numbers, contacts and so on.

As a Year 11 info tech wiz, you have been selected by the principal to create a database of excursion destinations.

You need to be able to sort the data in different ways (eg, by location, cost, destination) and you need to be able to produce reports which show the details of the destinations and preferred transport.

You have suggested that the school uses a computer and because you know a lot about databases, you will help them get their data organised.

To solve this problem you will follow the problem solving methodology with which you are so familiar.
Remember the last outcome: don’t spend all your time on the computer using Access! You need to write about the problem and evaluate your solution.

Analyse the problem

Explain the problems the school is having with excursions.

What steps will you take to solve the problem?

What advantages can you see with your computerised system?

 (10 Marks)

Design the solution

You will use Microsoft Access (because the school can’t afford FileMaker Pro). You may use any resources to assist you in setting up the database (eg, the textbook, sheets we have used, on-line tutorials).

You need to include: at least one table (Excursions)

at least one form (Destinations)

at least one report (Cost of destinations)
Sketch the designs for these.

Include at least one validation rule.

(10 Marks)

Develop the solution

Create a new blank database in design view.

You will need at least the following fields:

Destination

Destination phone contact

Destination address
Organising teacher

Date of excursion
Method of travel

Contact phone for travel

Cost

Rating

Create a Form using the wizard or design view (which will allow you to enter the data)

Enter at least 10 records (various excursion destinations).

Research some excursion destinations (ask staff, students) and/or use some you have attended.
Create queries using the wizard or design view to find any of the information the school needs.

Implement the solution

Save in the appropriate Folder (I’ll tell you where)
Test the solution

Does it work?

Do all fields have the correct properties, etc?

(30 Marks)

Evaluate the solution

Has it improved the data organization?

Is it efficient?

Did you have any difficulties?

Would you do things differently next time?
(10 Marks)

Date Due: Tuesday, May 6th, 2008 
