PixelEd Annual General Meeting Monday July 21st 2008

Presidents’ Report

With great trepidation, we agreed at last year’s AGM to take over the task of co-presidents of PixelEd, attempting to fill Rachelle’s shoes. Looking back on the year, we believe the committee has worked very well together to lift the profile of our fledgling organisation. Here are some of the highlights:

Professional development:

The Meet the Examiner Day in September 2007 at Melbourne University was a sell-out, and we now feel we have the formula for a very successful student revision lecture. We have secured Graeme Luck’s services again for this September.

Our first venture with VITTA (see below) was the Refresher Day at Melbourne University in February. This was very popular and the feedback was extremely positive. Thanks to presenters, Jo Trim, Ana Tuckerman and Marian Stoney. 

In March, Marian represented us at the annual VCAA Scored Assessment Day. This was instrumental in promoting our services to new teachers of multimedia

May was a busy month with Advanced ActionScript run by Bill Trijkojus from Swinburne and the Flash, CSS, Action! Workshop presented by Michelle Dennis, John Parlas and Marian Stoney. Special thanks to Ana for organising the Swinburne event which was extremely well received by all participants. Also special thanks to Susan Bell for securing the CAE venue for the Flash day. Such was the demand for this workshop that we currently have 20 people on the waiting list for a repeat performance. The feedback on that day as also very positive.

Of course, next week we are all looking forward to the Industry Dinner with speaker Peter Webb from Iloura special effects and a tour of the Motion Capture facility at Deakin. A big thankyou to Stuart Bush for all the hard work involved in organising this night.

Mailing List

PixelEd continues to support the very important and influential VETMM mailing list. Thanks to Kevork for maintaining this resource.

The Moodle

Ana has been responsible for working on this exciting new project. 

Exam Analysis
Marian put together an overview of all of the past exams, which teachers have found very useful. This will be updated soon in time for exam revision 2008.
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Michelle represented PixelEd as a judge in the animation section of this exciting competition.

Adobe Educational Leaders

Sue has followed up on opportunities to get involved in this new Adobe initiative. She is keeping us informed and looking for chances for PixelEd input.

State Reviewer

Congratulations to Claire on her appointment to this prestigious position.

New Training Package

Marian, Jo and Claire were invited to join the advisory panel which was convened to formulate a new course in line with the new Training Package. Whilst details are still to be released, we would like to think we gave an active voice to the needs of VETiS teachers and students.

Alliance with VITTA

Probably the biggest development in the last 12 months has been the signing of the MOU to implement a trial partnership between PixelEd and VITTA. Whilst there have been some teething issues, and there remain some areas to be sorted out, in general we have begun to reap some of the benefits of this. Certainly the workload in getting PDs off the ground has been considerably lightened. Progress on the joint website is sure and steady. At this point we must thank Stuart for his work on the past site, and Ana for her consultation with VITTA on the format of the new site.

We now have a presence at the VITTA conference and in ICT week, a convenient and comfortable place to meet, and a print presence via Infonet the VITTA magazine. 

Strategic Partnerships Program

Though we were ultimately unsuccessful in our application to the Strategic Partnerships Program, thanks to Sue for working on this with VITTA. Better luck next time!

Finally, thanks to all members of our wonderful and dedicated committee – Ana, Claire, Jo, Michelle, Mario, Marian, Stuart and Sue. The strength of our commitment and the mutual benefits of our networking are readily evident in our lively discussions at meetings and our enjoyment of our annual post-exam dinner. We know the following year will bring as much energy and commitment, as we face the challenges of the new Training package and the demands of ever-evolving information and communications technology.

Claire Bloom

Marian Stoney

