Does it meet Australian Standards? 

14/2/07:
To many businesses the price of a piece of equipment becomes the only factor in choosing one brand model over another.
Whilst no one can argue that paying too much for anything isn’t smart, it must also be said that buying on price alone; not checking that the equipment meets all relevant Australian Standards and has a compliance plate / certification could end up being a costly and potentially dangerous exercise. 

As a typical example,  we all know that  products can be made much cheaper overseas than here in Australia, many of those do not have certification or meet Australian Standards, [ witnessed through product recalls seen daily in the Press]  electrical faults often come to light which could be potentially fatal and always occur after the equipment has been widely sold and distributed around Australia. If these had been tested and certified prior to importation, sales and distribution this simply would have been discovered earlier.

In the Materials Handling industry many products with Asian origins have started to appear with European [ TUV] approval markings which, depending on products, manufacturer and type of equipment may in fact not be approved at all and certainly not by Australian Standards. The sticker then becomes a marketing tool rather than an approval rating. There is a simple question to ask yourself, would you buy or drive a vehicle without an Australian Compliance Plate?        

So why then would you buy a hoist or crane that can lift a weight that could kill or injure someone for life, if you don’t know whether it complies, has been certified by an engineer, meets Australian Standards and has a plate affixed to prove it.


And before you answer this….. the legal defence that you didn’t know, won’t stand up in court, should an accident causing an injury or worse still a death occur. As our constitution tells us, ignorance is not considered a legal defence.

The Australian manufacturers and distributors of quality products, designed and engineered to meet Australian Standards, have invested time and effort as well as considerable expense to ensure their products are safe and meet regulatory safety standards, and if used in accordance with the product specifications, will be backed at every level. 

Whilst we all complain that these costs are contributing to a higher sell price we can’t argue that knowing that our products meet stringent safety standards suitable to Australian conditions and will stand the test of time is the logical conclusion.

Therefore when you next place an order for equipment that seems cheaper, there will probably be a reason why. So ask the question ,”does it come with Australian Standards approved certification. Will it be considered safe and legal for use in case an accident ensues and WorkCover or Work Safe get involved”
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