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For all secondary and P-12 schools  and secondary and P-12 principals, OH&S representatives and regional directors. Principals are asked to distribute to technology curriculum coordinators and technology teachers.

Circular 418/2005 - Health and Safety in Technology 

for DE&T Staff and Students
Working and learning with plant and machinery in technology involves particular risks to staff and students. Plant includes any machinery, equipment, appliance, implement or tool. Plant use injuries can have serious consequences – maiming, causing limb loss and permanent impairment to students and staff. 

DE&T is committed to supporting the health, safety and wellbeing of all staff and students in schools. As part of this commitment to continuous improvement in the provision and maintenance of safe plant, a Technology Safety Panel is being formed to review:
· Hazard and risk profiles in secondary school technology areas 

· DE&T’s current relevant policy support material and resources

· Learning goals and curriculum direction relevant to the technology key learning area

· An assessment of current OHS risk management practices in secondary school technology areas
· Make recommendations regarding any changes to the range of policy support materials and resources relevant to occupational health and safety in the secondary school technology area.

The panel will report to DE&T Management Committee in March 2006.
Under the OHS Act (2004) and the OHS (Plant) Regulations (1995), DE&T must provide and maintain plant and systems of work that are, so far as is reasonably practicable, safe and without risks to health. To support this outcome, DE&T has provided a range of policy guidance and direct support to schools to assist in preventing and managing OHS risk in technology areas including:

· Technology checklists and guidance through DE&T’s HSW and Safety School website 

http://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/hrweb/ohs/accp/plantm.htm 
Note that this website provides a single access point to all of the following resources.

· Policy in Schools Reference Guide (Section 4.4)
· Curriculum guidance through the Student Safety Guidelines – Technology CD
CD was distributed originally to secondary schools in 2003 as part of the Science in Schools Initiative. Additional copies are available through School Innovation in Teaching Program – Science, Mathematics and Technology. Contact Christine Pinto 03 96372481

· CD covering Guide to Setting and Guarding Machinery to distributed as part of the Noel Arnold and Associates audit

· Building Quality Standards Handbook 2003 covering OHS design issues in technology
http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/facility/docResearch/keyDocs.htm#1
· OHS school audits by Noel Arnold & Associates and help line support (ph (03) 9890 8811)
· Funding support for OHS short course training in technology allocated to regions annually.

(Contact your regional office).
· Information about training providers available on the DE&T HSW website See http://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/hrweb/ohs/other/train.htm
Secondary schools should continue to closely monitor and review their health and safety risk management practices in technology areas.  For further information and assistance on this matter contact Noel Arnold and Associates (ph 03 9890 8811). 

For further information about OHS policy in technology, contact Employee Health Branch (ph 03 9637 3946). 
Darrell Fraser

Deputy Secretary

Office of School Education




































