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GENERAL INFORMATION



Examination specifications

Both units approx equally weighted

Approx respective weighting of each area of study

Random sampling of KK and KS – not outcomes

Glossary/PSM

Bell-curve – cognitive demand

For the purposes 
of this study 
design and 
associated 

assessment the 
following 

definitions will 
apply



Examination specifications

SECTION A
MCQ
20%

SECTION B
SHORT 

ANSWER
20%

SECTION C
CASE STUDY (short/extended)

60%



Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj  asdl;fj  sdlf 

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj  asdl;fj  sdlf 

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj  asdl;fj  sdlf 

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj  asdl;fj  sdlf 

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj  asdl;fj  sdlf 

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj  asdl;fj  sdlf 

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj  asdl;fj  sdlf 

What is taught – all KK and KS

What is assessed – some KK and KS

What’s taught; what’s assessed?

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj   

Asdfljk asdl a;fj asdfl;jk asdfl;kj asdfljk sadlfj asdl;fj

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj 

Asdfljk asdl;fj asdfl;jk  asdfl;kj  asdfljk  sadlfj 

Sampling. Why? 
Outcome not 

assessed. Time 
and SBA.



Bell curve - cognitive demand

Justify
Recommend

Create

State
List

Identify
Write

Describe

Explain
Show

Provide reasons
Adjust

Suggest
Annotate



General advice

Know the difference between efficiency and effectiveness

Know the difference between validation, testing, evaluation

Relate the answer to the case study/stimulus when required

Use study-specific terminology



2015 EXAMINATION REVIEW



Assessment SD exam 2015

Poorly 
handled 

Use Cases

Testing

Conflict

Arrays/File Size/Memory

39%, 56%, 63% 
scored 0 out of 2 (C14) 

66% scored 0 out of 3 (C4a)
49% scored 0 out of 2 (C4c)

77% scored 0 out of 4 (B2)

51% scored 0 out of 3 (B3b, B3d)
44% scored 0 out of 2 (C13a)



Section A – relevant questions from 2015 
examination paper

Question Content focus Question Content focus

1 PSM 11 Threats to data integrity

2 Data collection (Analysis) 12 Validation

3 – 5 Psuedocode, 
deskchecking, processing 
features

14 Characteristics of wired 
and wireless networks

6 Documentation 15 File handling procedures

7 Binary search 17 Project management

8 Diagrammatical 
represenations

18 Evaluation strategies

9 Files and records
19

Diagrammatical 
representations

10 Evaluation techniques
20

Characteristics of wireless 
networks

2 questions (10%) not in new study



Section B – relevant questions from 2015 
examination paper

Question Content focus

1
Internal documentation & naming 
conventions

2 Use Case diagrams

3 One and two-dimensional arrays

4
Physical and software controls to secure 
data in a networked environment

5 Digital systems (U4O2 – stretch)



Section C – relevant questions from 2015 
examination paper

Question Content focus

1 SRS document 8 Factors influencing design, UX

2 Non-functional 
requirements

9 Validation, constructing test data

3 DFD’s 12 Data management procedures 
(backup/archiving)

4 Deskchecking 13 Data management (file size/access)

5 Data types 14 Conflict

6 Data structures 15 Psuedocode

7 VPNs vs the Internet

4 marks out of 60 (2 Qns) not in new study



2016 SAMPLE EXAMINATION



Curriculum connections - PSM



Curriculum connections – KS (U3O2)



What KK do each 
of these question 

relate to? 
(U4O1, U4O2)



What KK do each 
of these question 
relate to? (U3O2)



Question generation techniques – driving 
questions

Unit 3, Outcome 2
Analyse and document a need or opportunity, generate alternative 
design ideas, represent the preferred solution design and formulate a 
project plan for creating the solution.

General driving key questions
for example
• List three constraints that could be apply to a particular situation
• Which entity is missing from the provided DFD?
• Suggest two design tools for representing the functionality of a 

solution
• Describe two considerations that should be made when 

formulating a project plan



Question generation techniques - modifying

gender

1 functional and     
1 non-functional

Functional or 
Non-functional requirements

(from informatics)

Different legislation
- Health Records 2001
- Copyright Act 1968


