6.1 Better Blinds

The Better Blinds company manufactures made to order window blinds, both inside blinds and sun blinds. On receipt of a phone call or email request from a customer the company sends a sales representative (sales rep) to the customer to measure up the windows and calculate the size of blind needed and the price to the customer. Whilst the sales reps are competent at using a tape measure, they often make mistakes calculating the prices and so the company is losing money. 

The system flow chart shows the physical flow of data through the current information system.


The new information system

The Managing Director of Better Blinds wants more accurate quotes to be produced. He considered providing sales reps with palm computers but decided laptops would be more effective. Each sales rep will be given a notebook and small printer and will be taught how to use the software that will be developed to calculate the quotes.

The aim of the new information system will be to produce accurate on-site quotes. The objectives of the new information system are:

· to update pricing data weekly

· to calculate prices correctly

· to print quotes on site

Design brief

The Managing Director has asked you to design and develop the software solution to the problem.

The sales rep will key into the software solution:

· the name and address of the customer

· the type of blind required

· the length and width of each window 

and your solution will automatically calculate the price of blinds and produce a hard copy of the quoted price for the customer.

The Managing Director provides you with a sample of the form currently used to calculate quotes for customers.


Sample data

Blind type
Price
Sunblinds
$45 per square metre

Rollerblinds
$15 per square metre

Vertical blinds
$12 per square metre

You might also investigate the Managing Director's decision to provide notebook computers rather than palm computers. Was it a wise decision?

Challenge. The Better Blinds company blinds are what is known as textured blinds. The company has recently expanded its range of blinds and now also makes patterned blinds.

The patterned blinds are more expensive and prices must be adjusted as follows:

Sunblinds
Add $12 for pattern

Rollerblinds
Add $4 for pattern

Vertical blinds
Add $3.50 for pattern

Edit your solution to take into account this new range of blinds.

Solving the problem
1. Create a module to calculate the blind price

2. Create a module to print the quote

3. Create a module to save the data to a file

4. Create a module to retrieve the data from the file

5. Add data validation 
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Better Blinds


Quote for _______________________ Date:    /    /00





Type			


Sun blinds		


Roller blinds		


Vertical blinds





Windows


Height		Width		Price


_____		_____		____





_____		_____		_____





_____		_____		_____





		Total price  $____________





		Less 5% discount if price > $2500





		Quote Amount:  $__________





Quote accepted: ___/___/00





Installation on: __/__/00











