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National Computing Studies Summit

About the Summit

Date:
4, 5 October 2007

Venue:
Australian Science & Mathematics School (ASMS), Adelaide SA and online from wherever teachers are located

Theme:
Open Learning Approaches to Computing Studies

The National Computing Studies Summit is being hosted by the Australian Council for Computers in Education (ACCE) with funding from the National Centre of Science, Information and Communication Technology and Mathematics Education for Rural and Regional Australia (SiMERR).
Who is the Summit For?

The Summit is targeted at senior secondary teachers (both urban and rural) and other educators interested in open learning/distance education in Computing Studies. Note that a major feature of the Summit will be the facility for participation online from anywhere in Australia.

Summit Goals

1.
identify educators who are working in distance education/open learning activities in computing studies and person(s) from other disciplines who have had success in alternative program models or who are experts at online and open learning pedagogies. 

2.
identify, analyse and share models for open learning which best suit teaching and learning in senior secondary computer studies. 

3.
establish and support open learning communities by identifying schools and teachers that are interested in promoting exemplary practice in open learning in senior secondary computing studies.

4.
assist SiMERR to identity research and project opportunities.

5.
Provide a focus for the activities of CEGs on computer studies in rural and regional areas.

6.
share and learn from the experiences of the state and territory projects.

7.
develop recommendations about the future of open learning in computing studies and the role of CEGs.
Keynote Speaker

To be advised

Invited Speakers

A number of invited speakers from around Australia will report exemplary practice in Open Learning/Distance Education in senior secondary Computing Studies – their experiences, achievements and the pitfalls.

Delegates will also have the opportunity to learn about what education systems are doing in this area and their plans for the future.

Summit Program

The Summit program has been designed to facilitate the sharing of views, including strategies for effective practice in distance education/open learning relevant to the teaching and learning in senior secondary computing studies.

The program will ‘practice what it is preaching’ – i.e. a key objective is to provide remote access to as much of the program as possible and to model open/distance learning pedagogies as an integral part of the program.

The South Australian Department of Education and Children Services is providing access to the use of CENTRA to enable the online interactive access for remote delegates.

The Summit also provides the opportunity for the celebration of state/territory SiMERR professional learning projects for Computing Studies teachers in rural and regional Australia being undertaken in 2007.

In order to leverage continuation beyond the summit delegates will participate in identifying priorities for the future for education systems and professional associations. For example, develop recommendations to DEST, SiMERR and other relevant agencies about systems of support and resource access for educators and students located in rural and regional areas.

Program Outline

	Thursday 4 October
	Friday 5 October

	9am – 12 noon

Industry visits for early arriving delegates (more details soon)
	9.00 – 10.00: Report back of Thursday round table discussions

10.00 – 11.00: Education System perspectives – current and future activities/plans

11.00 – 11.30: Morning Tea

11.30 – 1.00: Round table discussions and report back



	12.30 – 1.30

Lunch – Summit Opening
	1pm – 2pm 

Lunch



	1.30 – 2.30: Keynote Address

2.30 – 3.00: Round table discussions 

3.00 – 3.30: Afternoon Tea

3.30 – 4.30: Current exemplary practice

4.30 – 5.00: Round table discussions of issues
	2.00 – 2.30: professional associations projects

2.30 – 4.00: Implications for the future – curriculum, professional learning. Where to from now – actions for systems, teachers, professional associations 



	5pm – 6pm: Cocktail Party

7pm: Dinner (at the Stamford Grand, Glenelg)
	4pm: Close


Sponsorship

ACCE has initiated the first national summit into open learning and online teaching into senior secondary Computing Studies in Australia. This summit draws together not only influential computer studies teachers from across the country but also state and national education leaders whose attention is firmly focussed on improving access to computing studies in rural and regional areas and improving the capacity of urban schools to offer services to students in rural and regional areas. This summit is the beginning of a journey where partnerships with ACCE, will lead to involvement in national and state events for sponsors.

Expecting 200 computing studies teachers from Australia’s urban and regional schools, representatives from government and non-government education systems, the Australian Department of Education, Science and Training and other major players in online learning, this event is a powerful position from which sponsors can:

•
meet the teachers who will develop the next generation of online pedagogies using the products and tools sold to them by the industry

•
meet and influence the policy makers in state and national systems and groups who want to support distance/online education in secondary computing studies, but who are not sure yet what is best to do, nationally

•
show their products and services to the decision makers and users

•
contribute to the planning of professional learning events, trials, and research into best practices to improve the quality of learning in computing studies and access to quality IT studies by Australian students.

•
explore additional sponsorship opportunities.
For full details of sponsorship opportunities download the Nation Summit Sponsorship Package (http://www.acce.edu.au/publications/default2.asp?pid=1134).
Registration

Online Registration will be available from the middle of May at the ACCE web site (www.acce.edu.au).

If you wish to register prior to this download the Registration Form from http://www.acce.edu.au/publications/default2.asp?pid=1134 and email the completed form to the Summit Coordinator at ian.webb@ozemail.com.au.

Note that all participants whether participating in person or online are required to register. Registration for online delegates is free.

Online Participation

A prime goal of the Summit is to enable online participation of senior secondary Computing Studies teachers and other interested educators in as much of the program as possible.

This will be achieved through the use of CENTRA software (http://www.saba.com/products/centra/index.htm) with the support of the South Australian Department of Education and Children Services. Further details of how to participate online will be provided closer to the event.

Remote delegates will be able to receive live video and audio to their desktop and participate in small group discussion and interact with online presentations.

Note that online delegates must register – however the cost is free.

Accommodation

Delegates must arrange their own accommodation. However it is recommended that delegates stay in Glenelg (a beach side suburb of Adelaide close to the airport and close to the Summit venue). A free shuttle bus will operate from the Stamford Grand to the Summit venue at key times during the Summit.

The following is a range of options in the Glenelg area: 

Stamford Grand Hotel - 4.5 star (www.stamford.com.au)

Best Western Ensenada Motor Inn and Suites - 4 star (http://ensenada.bestwestern.com.au)

Comfort Inn Anzac Highway - 3.5 star (www.anzacmotorinnn.com.au)

Comfort Inn Haven Marina Inn - 3.5 star (www.haveninn.com.au)

Atlantic Tower Motor Inn - 3.5 stars (www.atlantictowermotorinn.com)

Taft Motor Inn - 3.5 stars (www.taftmotorinn.com.au)

Norfolk Motor Inn - 2.5 stars (www.norfolkmotorinn.com)

For other options go to:

http://tourism.holdfast.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm?u=577
About ACCE/SiMERR

The National Summit is part of the ACCE SiMERR Project - Computing Studies Teachers Network Rural and Regional Focus. The aim of the project is to support and enhance the teaching of senior secondary computing studies in rural and regional areas. Other activities under the project include the conduct of state/territory professional learning programs, the establishment of a National Portal of resources, the conduct of a national survey and the exploration of new technologies to support computing studies teachers. More details about the project are on the SiMERR pages at www.acce.edu.au.

For further information about ACCE visit the website at www.acce.edu.au. Further information about SiMERR (National Centre of Science, Information and Communication Technology and Mathematics Education for Rural and Regional Australia) can be found at www.une.edu.au/simerr/.
Contact Us

For further information about the Summit contact Ian Webb, ACCE SiMMER Project Officer:

Email:
ian.webb@ozemail.com.au
Ph.:
0413 998880

This project is supported by funding from the Australian Government under its Regional Partnerships programme.
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