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Rationale

The word ‘psychology’ comes from two Greek words meaning ‘mind’ and ‘study’.  This subject is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour of humans and animals.  It is unique in that the object of our study (the mind) is also the only means by which we can think about it!  The complexity of the brain once again points us to the miracle of creation.

The discipline of psychology not only embraces a diversity of subjects and interest, but also provides practical knowledge for everyday living.  The fact that both psychology and the Bible provide information for daily living, as well as thought and behaviour in humans, has led to tension for some scholars.

Rather than set psychology and theology at odds, it is more helpful to see how a Christian can benefit from the study of psychology, and perhaps even more importantly, contribute to it.  If Christians believe that God is the ultimate source of truth, any study of an aspect of His creation will add to an understanding of that truth.  The trap to avoid is that of accepting conclusions, which are based on humanistic principles, particularly unstated ones.

For Christians, scientific truth will always be subject to Scripture.  They will build from the special revelation to a grid of knowledge that allows them to test whether the scientific models and theoretical constructs, presented by scientists, are in agreement with God’s creation.

These units are designed to enable students to understand that psychology is a science that is closely linked to social science; to examine the influences of groups and attitudes on the individual; to develop knowledge of and skills in research methods in psychology; and to appreciate ethical considerations in psychological research.  

Curriculum Focus:   Unit 3

This unit focuses on the brain and the nervous system as a whole structure and investigates their role in affecting human behaviour. Brain research methods are examined and different approaches of psychology are integrated in a study of visual perception and states of consciousness. These approaches are used to explain behaviour in terms of internal physical and biological processes.

Research methods are integrated within the different approaches to psychology and students learn to make evaluations of the appropriateness of each model. Research studies are used to illustrate the application of statistical measures to the development of models and theories of psychology. Consideration of ethical principles in the conduct of psychological research and practice is included.


Areas of Study
Brain and nervous system

This area of study focuses on the main functions of the brain and nervous system and the role of those functions in determining behaviour. Cognitive and behavioural functions of the right and left cerebral hemispheres are investigated. The purposes and limitations of brain research methods are explored.

Visual perception

This area of study focuses on the visual system and how information is transmitted and perceived as an example of brain function. The characteristics of the visual perceptual system, its organisation and the effects of past experience on perception are investigated.

States of consciousness

This area of study focuses on states of consciousness and explores relationships between consciousness and thoughts, feelings and behaviour. It examines the difficulties and limitations in the measurement of states of consciousness.

Learning Outcomes

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the major functions of the brain including cortical lobes and hemispheric specialisation, and the role of the nervous system, and evaluate the strengths and limitations of brain research methods.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the nature of processes involved in

visual perception.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare and contrast characteristics of normal waking consciousness with altered states of consciousness.

(Taken from VCE Study Design)
Assessment

May include any of the following pieces:

· Empirical Research Activities (ERA)

· Test

· Poster, written report or report in multimedia format

· Essay

· Comprehension Questions

· Evaluation of Research
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Curriculum Focus:   Unit 4

In this unit students study cognitive psychological methods through the concepts of memory and learning. The concept of behaviour is understood in terms of mental processing of information. Research methods continue to be integrated within the different methodological approaches to psychology. Students apply these methods to different studies and make evaluations of the appropriateness of each model. Research studies are used to illustrate the application of statistical procedures to the development of models and theories of psychology. The application and understanding of ethical principles in the conduct of psychological research and practice is extended as students complete a research investigation.

Areas of Study

Memory

This area of study explores the characteristics of memory as a cognitive process. The information processing model of memory is explored, including the key components of encoding, retrieval and forgetting.

Learning

This area of study explores the characteristics of learning as a process that plays a part in determining behaviour. Three types of learning are examined: classical conditioning, operant conditioning and observational learning. Behaviour not dependent on learning is also explored. Students compare and contrast evidence about classical and operant learning and observational learning.

Research Methods in Psychology

This area of study focuses on the use of empirical research in psychology. Such research is crucial in developing theories and understanding of human behaviours and development.

(Taken from VCE Study Design)




Learning Outcomes

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to use the information processing model of memory to describe different ways in which memory is expressed and compare theories of memory.

Outcome 2

On completion of this outcome the student should be able to compare and contrast theories of learning, including: classical and operant learning, observational learning, and behaviours not dependent on learning.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to report on a research investigation that included the formulation of a hypothesis, application of a research method, use of an ethical framework and the collection, analysis and interpretation of data.

Assessment

May include any of the following pieces:

· Empirical Research Activities (ERA)

· Test

· Poster, written report or report in multimedia format

· Essay

· Comprehension Questions

· Evaluation of Research

(Taken from VCE Study Design)
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