UNIT 3 PHILOSOPHY 2004

SAC ONE


YEAR 12 PHILOSOPHY 

SAC 1 – Ancient Greek Conceptions of the Good Life 

Plato Gorgias 

Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics
 Epicurus Letter to Menoeceus
Instructions to students

· You will have one hour of class time to complete the SAC, including reading time.
· Answer all questions in detail, using evidence from the text.
· You may bring in 1 page (2 sides) of handwritten notes
· Ensure that your name is written on all pages of your SAC.
· You need not answer the questions in order, but ensure that your answers are numbered.  Do not waste time copying out the question.
· At the conclusion of the SAC, submit all materials used, including this sheet.
YEAR 12 PHILOSOPHY – SAC ONE

Unit 3: The Good Life

Area of study 1:  Ancient Greek conceptions of the good life

Outcome 1: Describe the key elements of the texts and situate them and their authors in the historical and philosophical context in which they were produced.
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	Explanation of authors' views of The Good Life  x2

N.B.  This criteria is marked out of 10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Explanation of implications of these views for individual lives and organisation of society.
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CRITERION ONE – 5 marks

Knowledge of the authors and their metaphysical beliefs.
Question One

Briefly outline Epicurus’ beliefs concerning the senses.  How did these beliefs influence his views on death?

Question Two

What were Plato’s views regarding mortality?  How did such metaphysical beliefs influence his definition of the Good Life?

CRITERION TWO – 5 marks

Knowledge of historical and philosophical context of texts
Question Three

Give three reasons why Epicurus’ views were at odds with those of Athenian society at the time.

Question Four

Briefly outline the debate between Socrates and Callicles regarding the roles of philosophy and oratory.  What contemporary event may have influenced Plato’s view of orators?  How is this evident in the text?  

CRITERION THREE – 10 marks

Explanation of authors' views of The Good Life 
Question Five

Compare and contrast the definitions Aristotle and Epicurus give for the Good Life.  Ensure that you discuss the roles of pleasure and virtue.

Question Six

Why did Plato pit Socrates against Callicles in Gorgias?  In your answer you should consider any general differences in their lives and personalities; as well as the reasons given by Socrates for believing Callicles to be a worthy opponent.

Question Seven

How does Aristotle define the “chief good” (or “final end”) for man?  What quality does he believe it must possess?

Question Eight

What relationship does Callicles believe exists between pleasure and the good?  Give an example of one argument used by Socrates, (other than the jug analogy) to attempt to prove Callicles wrong.

CRITERION FOUR – 5 marks

Explanation of implications of these views for individual lives and organisation of society.
Question Nine
Outline Callicles’ ideas regarding natural and conventional law in the organization of society.  Explain one argument Socrates uses to refute these ideas.

Question Ten

Compare and contrast the arguments used by Aristotle and Epicurus OR Socrates and Callicles on who is capable of achieving the Good Life.
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