EPICURUS – “LETTER TO MENOECEUS”

Answer the following questions after reading pp.44-45 of Bryan Magee’s The story of Philosophy.

1. How did the Epicurean philosophy differ from commonly held views about private and public lives at the time?

2. Explain how physics and the theories of Democritus influenced Epicurus’ thinking.

3. How did Epicurus aim to liberate people from fearing death?

4. What was Epicurus’ view of the gods?  How did it differ from the commonly held views of the time?

5. What did Epicurus think the aim of human life should be?

6. How did he think we could achieve this aim?

7. What was Epicurus’ attitude to pleasure?  To women?  To slaves?

8. Why did Christians reject the Epicurean view of the world?

9. What modern-day philosophy shares some ideas with Epicurus?  Would Epicurus be happy with the way his name is used these days in the word “Epicurean”?  Why or why not?

10. “Memento mori” (Remember, death” – implying “Remember, you too shall die”) was adopted by the Epicureans as their catch-phrase.  How is it relevant to their ideas?

Journal Question

Take notes on the video “Epicurus on Happiness” from the Alan de Botton series “Philosophy – a Guide to Happiness” and use these notes, the Magee book and your own ideas to discuss the following question.  You may write this as a Socratic dialogue between Plato (“Socrates”), Aristotle and Epicurus if you wish.

Do you think Epicurus’ view of the Good Life is more defensible than those of Plato and Aristotle?  Give reasons for your answer.  In your response you need to outline all three theories briefly, pointing out any similarities and differences between them.

