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[bookmark: _GoBack]Making a web page with centred content
What you will learn
You will learn to set up a web page with centred content using CSS properties for position and left and right margins.
What we are going to do
Making a web page with its content centred involves a couple of tricks. First you create a container layer and fix its setting so it is centred, then you draw your other layers and move them into the container using the layers panel. When you preview your page it will look similar to this
[image: ]
Figure 1 Example page: Sheldon's World


Planning
Here is a layout diagram (or wireframe) of my page. The container is the layer holding the banner, links, articles and picture layers. The outside box is just the edge of the browser window. You should always sketch your pages before you make them.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Ref362950095]Figure 2 My wireframe
[image: ]Making a practice page
1. Open Expression Web, make a new HTML page and open it. To keep my workspace uncluttered I turn off the tools and panels I don’t use. Open the Panels menu and untick everything except for CSS properties, Apply styles, Manage Styles and Layers.
2. Draw a layer on your web page that is roughly the size you want for your container. 
[image: ]
3. Double click on its name in the Layers panel and rename it container
[image: ]
4. When you draw the layer you set its CSS properties. Let’s change the layer’s CSS properties so it is big enough and centred. 

	Property
	Value
	Essential

	Left
	0
	Yes: don’t change

	Position
	Relative
	

	Margin-left
	Auto
	

	Margin-right
	Auto
	

	Width
	My banner is 800px wide so that is how wide my container layer is
	No: you can fiddle with these 

	Height
	We can fix that later
	

	Top
	25px is OK but we can fix that later
	


5. Look at my wireframe (on page 2) and draw layers on your page to roughly match mine.
6. [image: ]Name each layer: banner, articles, picture, links etc. Insert a one-row table in your links layer to make a navigation bar.
7. Now your layers are sitting on top of the container not in it. We use the layers panel and drag each layer onto the container panel so they end up looking indented like this. Don’t worry about the (+) next to my navigation layer or the numbers.
8. Your layers will have moved on the screen, adjust them by dragging with your mouse. You can select a layer by clicking its name in the layer panel.
9. Insert some text and pictures into your layers. Try changing the background colours or image for your page and your layers. 
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‘Contrary to popular befief, Lorem lpsum is not
simply random text. It has roofs in a piece of
classical Latin lerature from 45 BC, making it
over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Lafin
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia,
Iooked up one of the more obscure Latin words,
consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and
going through the cits of the viord in classical
erature, discovered the undoubtable. source.
Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and
1.10.33 of "de Finibus Bonorum of Malorun” (The.
Extremes of Good and Evi) by Cicero, writlen in
45 BC. This book is a treafise on the theory of
ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The.
st line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet.", comes from a i in section 110,32

The standard chunk of Lorem Ipsum used since.
the 15005 is reproduced below for those
iterested. Sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 from "de.
Finibus Bonorum et Malorum” by Cicero are also
reproduced in their exact original form,
accompanied by Engish versions from the 1914
ransiaton by H. Rackham.
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