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This policy replaces the existing McKinnon Secondary College policy on the use of iPods, mobile phones and related technology.

This policy regulates the use of electronic storage, communication and entertainment devices by students at McKinnon Secondary College. It particularly relates to: digital music players, such as iPods; Flash RAM storage devices; and mobile phones.

No technology may ever be used to bully, disturb or interfere with any other person in the college.

Data storage devices

It is acknowledged that students often require a means of transporting large amounts of data between home and college.  Since the college computers lack floppy disk drives, and most lack CD/DVD drives, the most convenient means of carrying data is a Flash drive.

Students may bring work-related data on Flash drives to the college so long as no executable files (programs) are also brought.  Student s found with any types of programs on their Flash drives face punishment.

The most serious consequences will apply if a student brings to the college any software designed to reduce network security, hide their activities, gain unauthorized access to resources, or damage network services.

Students must not copy any content from any storage device to their network U: drive unless it is strictly required for a work requirement.  This particularly includes music and pictures that are not work-related.  Students risk having their network privileges reduced or revoked if they abuse their network storage space.

Music players

Devices capable of playing MP3 and other music files may be brought to the college on the following conditions:

· They may never be used in class without the express permission of a teacher.

· They must never be a cause of disruption or time-wasting.

· No other person should be able to hear any sound coming from the device.

· They must be turned off immediately if instructed by a staff member.

· They are brought to the college entirely at the student’s risk.  If a music player is lost, damaged or stolen the college will bear no responsibility to investigate the issue.

Mobile phones

Since phones are also being used for data storage and music playing, mobile phones may be brought to the college on the following conditions:

· The only time they may be seen in class is if they are being appropriately used as a data storage device or music player as described above.
· No student may make or receive calls or text messages during class time.  If it rings in class, it will be confiscated.

· No communications device may be used to interfere in any way with college ICT.

· No mobile phone may be taken into any examination for any reason, or used in any way to gain an unfair advantage over other students.

· If a mobile phone causes any disruption or time-wasting in any way, it may be confiscated and/or the user may lose phone privileges.

Consequences
Depending on the severity of the offence, and the number of offences, students who are in breach of this policy may be subject to:

· Official warnings (but students may be subject to penalties without prior warning)
· Restriction or suspension of network or internet privileges

· Loss of privileges relating to bringing electronic devices to the college

· Confiscation of electronic equipment for periods of up to 10 weeks.

· After-school or Saturday morning detentions

· Suspension from the college
