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Please Note:

ITA is the new course from this year, so all ‘past-papers’ will be for the old course IPM.

However, much of the IPM course is the same as ITA, and the layout for the exam is roughly the same, so doing exams written for IPM will be useful too.

Purpose:

In working through practice examinations, you are doing the following things as you seek to raise your performance to your own personal maximum:

1. Improve your knowledge of ITA (so every fact that you discover is missing from your brain is a bonus because you can immediately set about learning just that fact).

2. Improve your ability to apply facts you know in new situations (this will discover how well you understand a concept, and reveal any remaining uncertainties that you can immediately work on.)

3. Test your ability to understand the questions (weaknesses here are critically important because they can rob you of marks for facts and understandings you do possess) so immediately set to work at becoming an expert question-reader.

4. Test your ability to write the answers you mean to write (weaknesses here are truly tragic, as students lose marks when they did understand the question and the facts required but simply mucked up writing the answer).

5. Develop you ability to write answers that markers will easily understand and be easily able to find the correct facts you have written (remember, each marker is simply a fellow human being, working late at night reading through hundreds of unknown student answers, so it is in your interest to know how to best give them what they want). Also write legibly – it is better to write half the facts and have them all able to be read than all of them and have only 10% of them readable.
6. Learn how to avoid some of the traps for new ITA’s that will rob you of marks. Be specific and avoid making broad sweeping statements that people frequently use when they wish to ‘snow’ markers into thinking they know the answer. Whenever you use critical technical terms (such as “Effective” and “Efficient”) demonstrate that you do know what they mean and not just dropping them into the answer to impress – this actually can work against you, as you will be suspected of bluffing.

7. Develop your exam technique – how to read each question carefully, then circle and leave the difficult ones to come back to at the end of the paper. If you do this you will find that some of those you had left now seem easier. Strange, but true!
8. Learn how to manage time effectively in the exam session, allowing approximately 20 minutes at the end after all questions are finished to go back over all answers in case you made any careless mistakes.

Procedure.

Do the examinations one at a time. 

When you have finished each one, mark it using the suggested answer sheets provided. (Note: you may disagree with some of the answers – we will discuss them regularly. Also, for the extended answers you will definitely need to meet with me to discuss your answers.)

Keep an examination preparation log, with the following four sections. Complete this after every examination paper, and email a copy of it to me on keithcr@hotmail.com. This will allow me to keep up with your progress.

Work your way through the trial exams, collecting the next set from MrR as you are ready for them. Some we will do under exam conditions*, so these ones will not be given out. Other ones you will do at your own pace.

Examination Preparation Log
Which Exam?
Identify the exam (code, year/version, author) 
Performance Level?
Estimate your mark on it as a percentage (e.g. 67%), 
ITA Work Needed
Identify the areas of ITA that you did not understand well 
(i.e. this is where you will need to do more study), 
Exam Technique Needed
Identify the aspects of examination technique that you need to improve.
ITA/IPM Practice Examinations.
	Code
	Year/Version
	Author
	Comments

	ITA-01
	2007 exam 1
	VITTA
	

	ITA-02*
	2007 exam 2
	VITTA
	do under exam conditions

	ITA-03
	2007 exam 3
	VITTA
	

	ITA-04*
	2007 exam 4
	VITTA
	do under exam conditions

	ITA-05
	2007
	VCAA
	Sample questions

	ITA-06
	2007
	Sun Herald and 
The Age
	Hints to help you prepare for the exam.

	IPM-07
	2006
	Insight
	Orange Cover

	IPM-08
	2006
	VCE VCAA Exam
	Last Year’s ‘real thing’!

	IPM-09
	2005
	IARTV
	

	IPM-10
	2005
	Warringal
	

	IPM-11-13
	2003-04-05 book
	VCAA
	Purple covered book of 3 exams

	IPM-14-16
	2004 exam1, 2, 3 book
	VITTA
	Orange covered book of 3 exams

	IPM-17
	2003
	Potts
	

	IPM-18
	2003
	Warringal
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