VELS and ICT – An Attempt to Model an Ideal Working Relationship.

The Problem:

Many teachers working in the ICT area of the Victorian School Curriculum from Prep to Year 10, are extremely concerned by what they perceive to be a formal, institutionalised and legitimised attack on their subject area, their Information Technology KLA, by having their study discipline relegated to one part of one cross-curricular strand of the new VELS (Victorian Essential Learning Standards). They fear an erosion of standards as ICT moves to serve the needs of others, being ‘taught’ by others who do not share their skills, knowledge or enthusiasm.

What is needed is a clear model that places ICT in a clearly defined structure through which it can serve both the needs of others and at the same time satisfy its own needs.

A Realization: ‘With-ICT’ and ‘About-ICT’.

From recent discussion amongst ICT teachers in Victoria has emerged a useful concept: Study “With ICT”, and study “About ICT”. The ‘with’ approach uses ICT in the pursuit of other disciplines (very much what VELS appears to propose), and the ‘about’ approach studies ICT in its own right. These terms may prove useful as we create the proposed model.

Who Will Teach ICT?

The belief that anyone can teach ICT is applauded by a growing number of non-ICT administrators who welcome the double-bonus of being able to grant additional teaching-time to competing subject areas, and no longer having to provide as many specialist ICT staff. This is happening in schools as we speak.

ICT teachers are horrified yet feel powerless to halt the erosion – they see ICT standards rapidly falling, fear for their future and for the future of their subject discipline. Deep thinkers also fear for the quality that ICT may be able to provide Society years ahead.

Is There a Satisfactory Solution Available?

Yes I believe that a solution exists, arrived at through the use of our ‘with-and-about concept’.

1. Non-ICT Teachers will teach their own subject areas following the ‘with-ICT’ model (as proposed by VELS). i.e. They use computers to teach their own disciplines.

2. ICT Teachers with expertise, training and enthusiasm in Computing, will engage in three streams of activity:

a. Preparing Students and Teachers using a combination of ‘with-and-about’, so that both groups may reasonably effectively fulfil the VELS understanding of ICT in its inter-disciplinary supporting role.

b. Pure ‘about-ICT’ study such as programming etc, in which it is studied as a viable and legitimate discipline in its own right.

c. A combined use of ‘with’ in the pursuit of ‘about-ICT’. A typical example would be the use of themes such as setting up a business in a semester-long course of study at the Year 10 level, yet covering all of the major application-software types.

So That’s It?

Yup! That’s it!

About ICT


These teachers are all trained, skilled and enthusiastic in ICT.





With ICT


Used by students and all teachers as a facilitating and enabling thread of the new Victorian VELS.





PD & Teaching


Prepare students and teachers for the ‘with-ICT’ world.





About ICT


Deep and pure studies about ICT.





With/About ICT


Using ‘with-ICT’ to achieve ‘about-ICT’.
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