Reporting against VELS

A student’s performance against VELS is reported via the A-E ratings and associated graphics. An explanation of the process of generating the A-E ratings is given in the following pages.

Before this process can take place, however, dimensions have to be allocated to subjects. In principle, any given dimension can appear more than once in a given year level; for example, at Year 8 the ‘science’ dimensions may be assessed only by the Science teacher, while all three ‘thinking’ dimensions may be assessed by English, Maths and Science teachers, and only one of the ‘thinking’ dimensions may be assessed by the Art teacher. This has implications for reporting because of the way student progress against VELS has to be reported.

First note that, except for English, A-E ratings are reported at the domain level, not the dimension level.

Second, schools can show the A-E ratings on each subject page or on the summary page or both.
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How A-E ratings are derived from the progression points entered by teachers depends on where the domains are reported:

· for a domain reported on subject pages: the subject teacher’s progression points for each dimension are averaged and rounded up to the nearest progression point. This number is used to produce the A‑E that appears on the subject report. Therefore a domain reported in a number of subjects may show a different rating for each subject.

for a domain reported on the summary page: all teachers’ progression points for each dimension – no matter how many times that dimension appears – are averaged and rounded up to the nearest progression point. This number is used to produce the A‑E that appears on the summary page. In effect the rating that is shown on the summary page is an average of a student’s performance in that domain across all subjects.
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Generating A-E in a nutshell

VELS Structure

VELS covers formal education from Prep to Year 10.

It is in effect made up of 39 dimensions organised into domains and strands as shown below.

Within each dimension are a number of standards that define what students should know and be able to do at different levels of schooling. The levels range from Level 1 to Level 6.
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Assessment

VELS assessment is against the standards in each dimension. It is a measure of how the student is progressing through that dimension.

To facilitate the measurement of progress, each level in a dimension is divided into progression points. Each progression point nominally represents six months of learning.
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Every Year 7 to 10 subject taught at BSC will have associated with it one or more dimensions.

By the end of every semester, all students in a class will have a set of progression points assigned to them by the subject teacher. Teachers will enter into these into the reporting system (MarkBook)

A set of progression points comprises one number (3.5, 4.75 and so on) for every dimension associated with the subject.

Reporting

The audience for the reports is parents and students, not teachers. The reports present to this audience an ‘easy to understand’ summary of all the progression points entered by teachers. They present the information in terms of a student’s current progress relative to where they are expected to be for their age. Teachers should not get hung up about this relativity – just think ‘progress against a set of standards’.

The reporting system will generate a rating for each domain based on: the numbers entered for that domain’s dimensions, the year level the student is in, and the time of the year. The rating will indicate the student’s progress: A is ‘Well above…’, B is ‘Above…’, C is ‘At…’, D is ‘Below…’, and E is ‘Well below…’ ‘…the standard expected at this time of the year’. The rating for each domain will be displayed on the report, together with the rating for that domain for the same reporting period 12 months ago.
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