What does the term “Criteria” mean?

Here are ten definitions gathered with Google:

1. The standards, measures, or expectations used in making an evaluation and/or verification (what should exist).
www.iia.org.uk/about/internalaudit/glossary.cfm
2. A specific combination of values associated with data elements that permits you to select a subset of entries that meet your needs.
www.skcsra.org/terms.php
3. Standards on which a judgment or decision can be based.
highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/007256296x/student_view0/glossary.html
4. A criterion specifies the attributes of successful or meritorious performance. The term criteria is often interchangeable with rubrics, scoring guidelines, and scoring rubrics.
pals.sri.com/pals/guide/glossary.html
5. In research, the standards or guidelines used to make decisions about information usage.
www.usg.edu/galileo/skills/ollc_glossary.html
6. Minimum standards organizations and individuals must comply with to be considered for funding. Meeting specific criteria does not guarantee a grant award since all OAC programs are competitive.
www.oac.state.oh.us/grantsprogs/guidelines/guide_definitions.asp
7. Requirements.
www.mc2consulting.com/riskdef.htm
8. Statements of standards used by gate-keepers at each gate and related to all organizational functions. The criteria necessary to achieve or surpass for product development projects to continue in development. In the aggregate, these criteria reflect a business unit's new product strategy.
www.pdmamn.org/glossary.htm
9. The third part of a performance-based objective which describes the standards which will be used to measure the accomplishment of the objective.
www.dynamicflight.com/avcfibook/glossary/
10. the standards by which something may be judged.
www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/paasurvey/design/glossary/glossary.htm
