IPM Unit 3 Outcome 1
Spreadsheet software study - Sample 5
Skills/Software 

· Flow charts 

· Structured charts 

· PowerPoint software package 

· Flow chart/Structured drawing software package 

Required by students Students must produced a solution to an information problem based on sample 4. Creating the solution has already been done in the form of Sample 4, so it can be skipped, but hand it in with the rest of your answers for this sample.

1. Analysing the problem (2+1+3+1+2+2+1+5=17 marks)

Answer these questions using a separate logically named file or you could add them to your PowerPoint work, as a separate slide or two, under the heading of “Analysing the problem”.
1.1 The organisation under study; what is it on about and what are its goals?

1.2 What (information) system goals are we trying to achieve?

1.3 What problem or problems can you determine exits at the moment?

1.4 Who requires the information from our (information) system?

1.5 What specific output items are required from our (information) system?

1.6 What specific data will be required as input for our (information) system?

1.7 What restrictions need to be considered before we create the solution?

1.8 Use of appropriate technical terminology where ever possible.

2. Planning the solution (5+5+1+5=16 marks)

Answer these questions using separate logically named file(s) or you could add them to your PowerPoint work, including screen dumps, as a separate slide or two under the heading of “Planning the solution”.
2.1 Construct a Structure Chart outlining your proposed solution steps OR Construct appropriate Flow charts outlining your proposed solution steps

2.2 Construct a IPO (Input Processing Output) chart OR Input/Output design(s) for your solution

2.3 What “backup” procedures will be used during the creation of your solution?

2.4 What file management (logical file/folder naming) will be used to enable easy retrieval of files?

3. Creating the solution (15+22+5+5=47 marks)

3.1 Using appropriate software, produce a solution to provide for the needs of the user(s) of the information system. Make sure it;

· uses appropriate procedures and techniques to solve the problem, 

· uses a range of software tools when designing the solution and output to be created, 

· demonstrate appropriate skill with a range of functions and techniques of the selected software when creating the solution and 

· uses appropriate file management procedures set out during your planning of this solution. 

3.2 Make sure you use appropriate;

a) Data validation techniques

b) Presentation formats and conventions (used consistently)

3.3 While your creating the solution, you will need to invent and use your own test (dummy) data and use it to show that all parts of your solution work. Provide evidence of this testing (Eg screen dumps or print outs).

3.4 Once you have created the solution, insert the test data provided and generate the required output. Provide evidence of this output via screen dumps or print outs.

4. Report
This report will be a PowerPoint presentation using a small number of slides with accompanying presenter's notes, using a maximum of 300-350 words. The report must contain a Title/Introduction slide with your name and assignment details as well as the following ;

Justification of your solution (2+3+10+5=20 marks)

4.1 explain the purpose of your solution

4.2 look at each of the required output items and prove how your solution provides each

4.3 look at the type of user or users who might use your solution and prove its value to them. In particular, your solution’s accuracy, completeness and relevancy.

4.4 look at each of the identified organisational goals and point out how your solution might help meet some or all of them.

You have 5 periods to complete this exercise. Email your work to your teacher. Use an email subject name of IPM3 SS SAMPLE 5. To see student generated example of this samples click here.

