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Master of Literacy

Course Overview

The Master of Literacy is designed to foster a comprehensive understanding of literacy praxis, informing evidence-based practice with the latest theoretical understandings from leading-edge research into literacy learning and teaching.

Graduates of the Master in Literacy will acquire specialist knowledge in literacy and leadership, and will be well placed to lead schools and students in all facets of literacy and literacy development.

Program Structure

The Master of Literacy totals 100 credit points which is delivered over 7 subjects across two years of part-time study. Each subject has an expected 24 hours of contact time commitment, and will include both intensive and online delivery components.

Subjects

The program includes six compulsory subjects and one year-long action research project.

	No.
	Subject
	Year
	Points

	1
	Literacy and Literacy Development
	1
	12.5

	2
	Textual Resources across the Curriculum
	1
	12.5

	3
	Reading Texts
	1
	12.5

	4
	Producing Texts
	1
	12.5

	5
	Leadership and School Development
	2
	12.5

	6
	Literacy Planning for Diverse Learners
	2
	12.5

	7
	Literacy Leadership Research Project
	2
	25


Participants will undertake two subjects per semester in the first year, and will have completed 50 credit points at the conclusion of Year 1. The final three subjects will be completed in the second year.

Subject 1: Literacy and Literacy Development
This subject will examine changing definitions and conceptualisations of literacy, and map the development of literacy from the early years through to the middle years of schooling. Topics will be vast and varied and will include areas such as: relationships of language and literacy; social practices of literacy; language and cognitive development; oral and written languages and in-school and out-of-school literacy practices.

Subject 2: Textual Resources across the Curriculum

This subject’s primary focus will be on the reading and writing demands of schooling across the curriculum. The secondary focus will be on developing the teacher participants’ theoretical knowledge of language textuality, so you will have the tools to analyse and articulate the literacy demands made by particular disciplines and particular texts.

Subject 3: Reading Texts

This subject will explore theoretical perspectives on reading and their practical classroom implications for effective teaching of reading across the curriculum and across the years of schooling.

Subject 4: Producing Texts

This subject will examine the productive modes of literacy, producing oral, written and visual texts. Intersections between theory and practice will be explored, with a focus on building the professional knowledge and skills needed to enhance student production of a diverse range of textual genres.

Subject 5: Leadership and School Development

This subject works within the Developmental Learning Framework for school leaders and the Effective Schools Model. It focuses on aspects of technical, human, symbolic and cultural leadership that are most important for school literacy leaders. Opportunities to develop leadership capabilities will be gained through in-class exercises, reflective journaling and assessment pieces.

Subject 6: Literacy Planning for Diverse Learners

This subject focuses on the importance of planning effective literacy approaches and strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners. It will highlight how teachers cater for diversity through ‘crafting a mix’ of pedagogic approaches in reading, writing, listening and speaking.

Subject 7: Literacy Leadership Research Project

This subject will involve all participants working with their school to identify a major literacy-related issue facing the school or local network. The project will include an investigation of the issue in professional and academic literature, planning a strategy or intervention, implementation of the strategy, and evaluation of the outcomes.

Assessment

Each subject will have individual assessment components which may include: written reports and essays exploring areas of literacy and leadership; reflective writing; research reports and evaluations and presentations.

Academic Staff

Participants will be working with literacy and leadership specialists who bring with them many years of professional experience as teachers and researchers. The academic staff leading this course include Dr Janet Scull, Professor Joseph Lo Bianco, Professor Bridie Raban, Associate Professor Lea Waters and To discover more about these experts and their research areas visit: www.education.unimelb.edu.au/academicstaff.

	Duration: 2 years part time.

Content: Six compulsory subjects and one year-long action research project.Each subject involves 24 hours of contact time and individual assessment pieces.

Commencement: July 2011.

Places: Partly sponsored by DEECD. Note that eligible participants will have access to FEE-HELP.

Entry Requirements: An undergraduate degree and a fourth-year level teaching qualification, or equivalent, or a four year teaching degree or equivalent.


Coursework
Places in these courses are sponsored by DEECD.
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