English Faculty Meeting, May 13, 2009

Wednesday, 13/5/9 
Present:
RM,PH,GHI,JR,JRE,AM. 
Absent:

SMU.
Minutes:
GH

Prayer: 

JB
Exams:

Year 7 and 10 exams need to be passed to PH ASAP for checking.  Revision sheets must be exactly the same for each class so students don’t feel like they are being advantaged/disadvantaged by different info.  All teachers in their level must have checked over the exam before it’s given to PH so there are no surprises and so that each class can be adequately prepared.
Curriculum:

Documents need to be updated after each Term and given to PH to check.  They will then be stored for the following year.  Year level teaching grids must be updated for each Term and then placed in the electronic file for 2010. Will be ‘repackaged’ once new timetable is determined.
School magazine: 

Every Year level needs to have a piece written for the school magazine. Check Ramona’s previous emails and get this done over the next 2 weeks.
Year 7: 
RM

Year 8: 
GH
Year 9: 
JRE AND AM
Year 10:
SMU

Year 11: 
JR

Year 12 
PH

English Action plan:

Give students a template to summarise the teacher’s feedback on each piece of returned work.  They need to select at least 3 to 5 ways they can improve for next time immediately after getting their work back.  They then review this grid through out the year as they tackle each new piece, so as not to make the same mistakes again. To be used from this point in all English classes Years 7-10. Should have tremendous payoffs in terms of progressive skills development throughout each year.
Issues:
Students need to be clear about what an issue is, ie. ‘Moomba’ is not an issue.  ‘Should fireworks be used at Moomba?’ is an issue because this is a debatable topic. In the year 12 exam there will be one to three articles students will be required to analyse plus a image.  Thankfully now the Year 11 classes analyse two articles rather than one.

The tone, issue and writer’s contention must be addressed in the introduction.  As students read through the article they must annotate their work and address the motivation behind the writer’s choice of language device or use of vocabulary.

PH: Explain language clusters and how to separate tone and language techniques into sections, and many other techniques for teaching language analysis.
Curriculum discussions: only Years 7 and 12; ended at 4.50pm as one staff member had to leave due to feeling unwell.
