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research topic

Literacy Pedagogies for Developing and Valuing Learners’ Writing

QUESTIONNAIRE 
This questionnaire is for participants who are teaching/have taught mainstream English and/or ESL (English as a Second Language) in Victoria, Australia for at least two years in the last six years. It consists of four sections.   
SECTION A: 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
This section of the questionnaire deals with your personal background. 
In each case, please indicate your response/s by ticking the box/es.
1.
Are you currently a school teacher?



2.
Which of the following roles have you had?

Primary School



Secondary School






3.
How long have you been teaching English/ESL?


                       6 to 10 years                                                    More than 20 years
4. 
Is the school that you are currently teaching a 


                                                                                                                                        ?

5 
(a)
Please indicate the type of English class that you are/have been teaching.


(b)
Please indicate the level(s) of education that you are/have been teaching.

Present:
Year

 5

6

7

8 

Other(s) 

Please specify: ____________________


Last 2 years:
Year

 5

6

7

8 


Other(s) 

Please specify: ____________________

SECTION B:

INSTRUCTIONAL APPROACH


6.
(a)
What do you think writing involves?

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


(b)
What do you think are the important features of the way you teach writing?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

7.
(a)
List the common type/s of writing produced by your students?

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

(b) What do you think are the factors that determine the kind of written texts 

produced by your students?

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

8.
(a)
Does assessment (national, state and school-based) influence the way you 

conduct writing lessons?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


(b)
To what extent does assessment influence how you teach writing?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

9.
(a)
What kind of teaching tasks do you think can support your students to write 

independently? Please explain, preferably with examples, how such task/s can or has/have helped to develop your students’ independence in writing.
________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________


(b)
What kind of teaching tasks do you think can support your students to write

creatively? Please explain, preferably with examples, how such task/s can or has/have helped to promote creativity in writing.
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

10.
Kindly name and elaborate a little on at least two courses (pre-service and in-service) that have been useful in supporting your instructional approach to writing?
Pre-service:

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

In-service:

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

11.
How does the existing structural organisation of the class (e.g. regarding mixed ability, high or low ability in terms of writing competence) support or challenge your teaching approaches to writing? 

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

SECTIONS C:
NOTIONS OF SCAFFOLDING
12.
(a)
What type of writing support is being given to students who are performing 

below the expected level of writing competence?

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


(b)
In the case of better writers, how do you maximise their potential in 

writing?

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

13.
Do you think it is necessary for students to acquire a certain level of language proficiency to participate in a writing class that engages in critical literacy education? Why?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

SECTION D: NOTION OF CRITICAL LITERACY
14. 
Given the various notions of critical literacy, what does the term critical literacy mean to you as a teacher?

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

15.
(a)
How do you develop students’ voice/identity in writing?   
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

 (b)
In an ESL class, how do you develop students’ voice/identity in writing, particularly where some could have already learned how to establish relationship with the texts and the readers in their first language?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
16.
In what ways do you think your students can develop the competence to position their readers in a variety of ways?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

17.
What is the main pedagogic focus in a writing class that orientates towards critical literacy—cultural or linguistic (including sentence and discourse levels) or both?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

18. 
What do you think are the main benefits of using the following instructional approaches to writing practices?


(a)
genre-based teaching

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
(b)
critical literacy pedagogy
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

19.
What have been your challenges in teaching 

(a)
writing;

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

(b)
writing using the genre-based approaches; and 

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

(c)
writing using the genre-based pedagogies with the notion of critical literacy?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

20.
(a)
What would you like to see students achieving in your English writing class?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

(b) What do you think would be the dominant pedagogic focus of an English 
writing class in the next five years?
__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your participation!

Name of Participant (Optional): ____________________________________
Email Address
 (Optional):_________________________________________
2 to 5 years





11 to 20 years





Mainstream English





ESL Class





Independent School





State school





Yes





No


Other (s)


Please specify: __________________





Teacher





Principal





Coordinator of English/ESL





Other(s)


Please specify: _______________ ____________ 





Teacher





Coordinator of English/ESL





Principal





Other(s)


Please specify: _______________ ____________ 





Other (s)


Please specify: __________________
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