Report by Chris Greig as the EMR representative on the Business Manager Finance Group for meeting held on 21 March 2007.
Sandra Sorell from the School Funding Unit spoke regarding the following:

· 2006 Reconciliations were due to be completed by 23rd February 2007. 

· Currently we have 226 outstanding of which approximately ½ are in surplus. $11.5m has been paid out in reconciliations to date.

· SRP report reading training which was well received last year will be run again and be made available to principals as well as BM’s.

· Information will be sent to schools shortly providing further details. Refer DoE mail sent Tuesday 27th March.

· Registrations for the training will be on-line this year. 

· There will be a SRP Management reports booklet out later in 2007

A further note from Sandra has been received :

(As discussed last week with you at the meeting the PD’s were advertised in this week’s DoE Bulletin. Some school are having trouble finding the sessions so the registration is as follows

https://www.eduweb.vic.au/forms/staff/ittrain/user
browse location  xFSD – SRP Reports.

I have also attached the calendar for the year for all sessions.)
Greg Hart from the Tax Compliance Unit spoke as follows:

· Reminder that schools cannot submit a nil return FBT statement until April 1.

· Some FBT thresholds are changing from April1.

· The tax briefs handout detailed members of the newly formed Collegiate Schools Tax Audit program. Which is an attachment

· 15 Southern Region schools have been selected for Term 2 and they will be notified next week.

· Business Managers are asked to remind schools about the problems with Running Balance Accounts-BAS returns as detailed in the Tax Briefs handout. 

· Greg noted that some schools have 7 or more BAS’s wrong. 

· The document providing directions on how schools can download their BAS through either the ECI Client or the ATO Portal and also provide direction on how schools should check their running balance accounts on a regular basis isattached.
Joy Schornikow from CASES21 Admin spoke regarding following:                                               

· Working towards next June release for C21 Admin
· There will be refinements for the August census
· Better alignment for 9-10 exit destinations to ontrack
· All students will have to be in a home group, any which are not will automatically go into ZZZ.
· The vendor of the software on which CASES21 is based is providing a significant upgrade which is expected to be released to schools in the last half of 2007. One benefit will be improved data security.
· 3rd party product data can be provided to CASES21 through the various interfaces already provided in CASES21.  An upcoming CASES21 Bulletin may request that schools advise the department of any third party products they use which share data with CASES21. This would assist DoE to update its understanding of school business requirements supported outside CASES21. 
· Seamless views- will have a password change, probably in the June upgrade. A user registration process will help assist distribution of updated passwords to ensure schools continue to have access to seamless views. 
· If you use seamless views please email C21Admin and let them know.
· The new school contact for Telecommunications Purchasing and Management Strategy (TPAMS) Telecommunication Carriage Services (TCS) fixed and mobile voice services is Danni Bellu. She can be contacted via edumail or on ph 9637 3449.
Andrea Constantino from the SSO Accredited Training Program spoke:               

· Andrea distributed Progress Report No.1 – Review of SSO Training and Development Needs and Evaluation of the SSO Accredited Online Training Program. 
· Andrea advised that the SSO training program officially ceased in December 2006.
· As part of the review and the evaluation process, the first phase involved 34 in depth interviews with SSOs, Principals, RTO members (who delivered the program) Regional SSO representatives and Union representatives responsible for SSOs. The results from the interviews informed the survey questionnaire (2nd phase) which was distributed in September 2006 (Progress Report 2, still in draft). The results from the survey formed the basis for the focus group meetings (final phase) which were held in November and December, 2006.
Felix and Kitty from “Commbiz” CBA Internet Banking Software
presented the new Commbiz software package that is taking over CBA Quickline and Netbanking for schools with CBA


· CBA reps provided details on a new internet banking channel now available to schools.

· Schools can contact CBA directly (Robert Manning/Felix Rosman) on Ph 9675 7713.

Bernie Marshall and Denise from School Audits spoke:




· Bernie provided some background on the decision to move to the new 3 tiered differentiated risk based audit program and then the subsequent need to revert back to the previous audit program due to the later than expected proclamation of the Education and Training Reform Act 2006.

· Please refer to DoE Mail S088-2007 for further details on the new arrangements.

· Some of the feedback from school audits so far include:

· Good feedback from schools being involved in risk phase plan.

· Issues with management letters noting schools not using functionality that is not available. (FSD & PIAD are aware of these issues).

· It was conceded that a briefing of ½ hour to audit firms was not nearly adequate for 2006 and noted that the auditors being briefed were not necessarily the ones doing the audits. This will be addressed for next year by conducting a longer briefing to all staff. FSD and PIAD are in agreement on this issue.

Michael O’Leary gave a CASES21 Finance Update




· Michael provided details on the new governance of CASES21.

· Terms of reference for both the School Reference Group and the CASES21 Finance Support Schools was circulated for information.

· Finance Support Schools are up and running with 65 calls logged in the first 8 days.

· Michael reported that the 9 SFLO contracts terminate on June 2nd and approval has been received for 4 ongoing positions from June 5th.  

· These staff will report to Michael and the job advertisements will be published shortly.

· Reminder to schools of the availability of the C21F Calendar of Key Events in Section 14 of the Process Guide
