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Rationale:


The school’s camping program enables students to further their learning and social skills development in a non-school setting.  Camps may have a cultural, environmental or outdoor emphasis and are an important aspect of the educational programs offered at our school.





Aims:


To provide all children with the opportunity to participate in a sequential camping program


To provide shared class experiences and a sense of group cohesiveness


To reinforce and extend classroom learnings


To provide a program that delivers skills and knowledge that may lead to a lifelong involvement in worthwhile leisure pursuits


To provide a program that promotes self-esteem, resourcefulness, independence, leadership, judgement, cooperation and tolerance





Implementation:


The school council will ensure that all school camps are maintained at a reasonable and affordable cost, and comply with all D.E&T requirements.  The school will only use accredited camps.





The organizer for each level of the camping program should be responsible for the planning and adherence to D.E&T guidelines, as set out in ‘Schools of the Future Reference Guide’.








The organizer of each camp should ensure that all teachers attending camps and other supervising adults where appropriate have read SFRG 4.4.1.1 – 4.4.3.1 relating to student safety.





Children who are unable to attend camps will be catered for in the school.








All children should be encouraged to attend camps and planning should allow for maximum student participation.





The camping program should be planned as a progression of socializing experiences and camping activities commencing in grade prep and continuing to grade 6.








Junior grades:	One night school sleepover





Middle grades:	Three day / two night camp





Senior grades:	Five day / four night camp








This policy was last ratified by School Council in....		September 2002








Reference:  SOTF Reference Guide – 4.4.2  School Excursions   








10.The designated ‘teacher in charge’ of each camp will ensure that all camps, bus arrangements and camp activities comply with all D.E&T guidelines.  The ‘Notification of School Activity’ form will be completed and forwarded to the Department of Education and Training three weeks prior to the camp departure date.  All students will be required to provide written permission from their parents to attend the camp, as well as a completed ‘Confidential Medical Information’ form.  





Parents selected to assist with the camps program will be required to undertake a police records check.  The school will pay for the associated costs.





All children who have displayed sensible, responsible behaviour at school will be invited to participate in the camping program.  Parents will be notified if a child is in danger of losing their invitation to participate in a camping experience due to poor behaviour at school.  The decision to exclude a student will be made by the Principal, in consultation with the classroom teacher and parents.





Parents may be requested to collect their child from camp if their child exhibits behaviour that is unacceptable or is endangering themselves or others.   The ‘teacher in charge’, in consultation with the Principal will make this decision.





All camps require school council approval.








School camps should not run at a financial loss.





Evaluation


This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three year review cycle.
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